[Preparation and administration of cytotoxic drugs: prickly innovation].
The requirement for safe and optimal administration of cytotoxic drugs led us to test a new product manufactured by Codan. The transfer set (CONNECT SET) and the administration set (CYTO-AD-SET) were assessed successively by pharmacist assistance within a centralized unit for cytotoxic drug preparation and by the nursing staff in an ambulatory unit. Transfer sets can be handled in the centralized units without using needles, but with an increased sterilization load and production cost. Assessment of the administration sets demonstrated time saving for the nursing staff. These materials require significant expenditures, careful training, and a change in treatment routine, but provide important time savings for the nursing staff and considerable improvement in the safety of handling cytotoxic drugs.